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What do you do when you love to play
pickleball but find yourself frustrated by the
lack of outdoor pickleball courts? If you
live in Lake Havasu City and your name is
Mike Delaney, you donate over $62,000
toward the construction of additional
pickleball courts at Dick Samp Memorial
Park (DSP).
Mike was living in the Seattle area in 1976
when he first saw some college students
playing pickleball. It looked like fun so he
gave it a trial run but did not start playing
regularly until 3 years later, after moving to Corvallis, Oregon. There he built himself a new home
and included a pickleball court in the design.
Mike said, “When the court was finished, I had no trouble recruiting other players”. He added,
“We played a lot, played until we were ready to keel over from exhaustion”.
Mike eventually moved to Lake Havasu City, and in 2011 was the fourth Lake Havasu City
resident to play regularly at the Community Center. He said that he was “delighted to start playing
again, after not playing for several years”.
The city built four pickleball courts at DSP in early 2017, the first step toward a 16-court complex
in the city’s DSP master plan. It became immediately apparent that more courts were needed to
handle the burgeoning number of players in Lake Havasu City. Players had long wait times
between games, sometimes more than 30 minutes.
Aware that the city expected the Lake Havasu City Pickleball Association (LHCPBA) to help fund
the construction of more courts, Mike issued a $25,000 donation match challenge to association
members.
Mike reflected “I thought it would be gratifying to help with funding, to see those new courts in
use, to see people engaged in a healthful activity, to see players laughing, whooping with joy when

they made a great shot - and moaning in despair when they missed an easy one. Oh yeah! What a
great feeling it would be to see that and know that you helped make it happen.”
Mike issued the same challenge in 2018, and actually donated much more than the aggregate
donations from others in both years. He issued the challenge yet again in 2019. Mike said, “I
have no desire to live large, and hearses don’t have luggage racks”.
Mike acknowledged that, “The years I've spent in Lake Havasu City have been some of the most
enjoyable of my life, largely due to the friends I've made here – via the great game with the silly
name”.
It has been three years since local pickleball players and community organizations started donating
funds for the new pickleball courts, and the accumulated funds have now reached the $100,000
mark. Janie Morris, the LHCPBA chairwoman responsible for collecting donations from local
clubs, businesses, and charitable organizations, made it her holy grail to make sure that that
$100,000 goal was reached and was ultimately successful.
When asked what he would say to someone who has never played pickleball but was interested in
starting, Mike said, “Try it, you'll like it”.
City Manager, Jess Knudson, said, “The donation from the Lake Havasu Pickleball Association
was instrumental in my decision to include it in the budget. Without the donation, the project
would not be considered for next year’s budget.”
Jess also added, “The donation showed us that there is a demand for more courts and that the
pickleball users are willing to contribute towards the success of the project.”
The budgeted funds were ratified by the City Council in June.
When the new pickleball courts are finally constructed, it will be due to the generosity of
pickleball lovers like Mike Delaney who love to play the great game with the silly name.
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